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for disobedience. So the expeditionary army left in mid-
winter, and suffered great hardships in consequence. On this
day Tani Bey Nejmi, one of the chief Amirs, left, having the
recognized war procession.

On Thursday, the 17th, Amir Elmas, Vali of Cairo, started.
Also on this day a foreigner, a sausage-maker, was arrested ;
he was found to have taken a fat black dog, and to have killed
it, and made it into sausages. On his arrest he was taken
before Amir Mamai, the Inspector of Markets, who caused
him to be beaten with rods, and publicly exposed in Cairo,
with the dog hung round his neck. After taking him round
the town, he was imprisoned at Makshara. The Franks had
been constantly committing atrocious acts of this nature.

On Monday, 21st, this occurrence took place : certain of the
royal Memlooks on their way out towards Matariyyeh saw a
party coming towards them from the direction of Birkah al-
IIaj. These people when questioned said that they were
emissaries from the Sultan Selrni Shah Ibn 'Othman; they
were about fifteen in number. The chief emissary was an old,
white-bearded man, dressed in velvet. In their company
was also a man from Egypt, 'Abd al-Barr Ibn Maliasin, who
had been Treasury Secretary to Atabek Sudun al-Ajeml.
When the latter was killed [82], and Ibn 'Othrnan took Aleppo
and Damascus, the secretary was won over by the influence of
Yunus al-Adill and al-Samarkandi. When Ibn 'Othman sent
these emissaries they dared not come by Gaza, as the Governor
of Damascus, Jan Bird! al-Ghazall, was in the vicinity
besieging a force of Ibn 'Othman's which was in Gaza. So
they bribed some Arabs with a substantial sum to take them
by the Sultan's road. This brought them by the desert to
Ajrud, and before people were aware of their arrival they were
hi the centre of the town. The Memlooks, on meeting them,
arrested the chief emissary and his party, including Maliasin
and the three Arabs with them. Meanwhile, they were
approached by three Greeks from Khan al-Khalfli, who
saluted them and kissed their hands. The Memlooks promptly